
Demystifying Historic Districts

• What are historic districts?
• How are historic districts established?
• How does historic designation protect my neighborhood?
• What can I do with my property if it is historically designated?
• What are the benefits of historic designation?
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19 Geographic Districts
4 Thematic Districts



Mission Hills Historic District
HRB Criteria A, C & F



Designation Strategy: Large District Broken into 3 Smaller Units w/ Different Contexts
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Non-historic windows in original openings
Enclosed porch with glazing; framing intact
Re-stucco w/ inappropriate  texture



Window replacements in altered openings;    Porch enclosure w/ solid walls;   Demolishing original walls
Replacing original siding w/ different siding;    Significant cumulative changes







Benefits of Historic Designation



Benefits of Historic Designation



What can I do with my property if it is designated?

• Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards

• Preservation
• Rehabilitation
• Restoration
• Reconstruction





Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation

• Property should maintain 
historic use or 
compatible new use.

• Retain & preserve historic character.
• Do not add features that 

were never there.
• Significant changes over time 

will be respected. 



Historic properties provide a sense of time & place; 
Therefore unchanged front facades are important



But, historically designated properties 
are allowed to change over time
to remain economically viable

And to accommodate 
new occupants & uses

Put changes on facades 
not visible to the street



Use compatible design & massing; 
Differentiate new construction from original
To avoid a “false sense of history”

Closed Eaves

Board Siding

Cable Railings

Shed Roof



New additions should not overwhelm historic building in size, scale or location



Place new additions at rear
On secondary facades

Rear 

Additio
n



Differentiate new construction from old

New divided light windows 
too similar to historic windows



Differentiate new construction from old

New undivided windows
Clearly express 
new construction

Pitched roof
Stucco siding & 
Half timbering 
Are consistent with
Original style
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Local Designation Alternative: HRB Criterion E

Listed on the National Register or California Register
National Register: 
Only need 1 significance criterion
• Criterion A (community history) 
• Criterion C (architecture, architect/designer, materials, construction 
Local Level of Significance
• Easier form to complete: requires less information 
• Integrity standards more relaxed (“majority” = 51%)
• 12-24 month listing process once report submitted
• FREE
• If owner objection > 
• AUTOMATICALLY listed on California Register
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